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knowledge of his subject is always minute and comprehensive, though 
we may not be always ready to accept his conclusions. Intellectual 
force is certainly not one of his most striking characteristics ; and 
neither in dealing with the general history of the period nor in deline- 
ating particular characters does he exhibit a very high degree of skill. 
His style lacks grace, dignity, and purity, and we frequently meet with 
words which would have been rejected by any writer who seeks only 
to clothe his thoughts in clear and forcible language. Still the volumes 
contain much that will be new even to those most familiar with Italian 
history and literature. They are well printed, have a tolerably good 
Index, and are enriched with portraits of Vittoria Colonna and Bianca 
Cappello. 

6. — The Life of Frederick William von Steuben, Major- General in the 
Revolutionary Army. By Feiedeich Kapp. With an Introduc- 
tion by George Banceoft. New York: Mason Brothers. 1859. 
12mo. pp. 735. 

Among the French and German soldiers who rendered important 
and memorable service in the struggle for American independence, 
Baron Steuben holds an honorable place. He was one of the first to 
tender assistance to the oppressed colonists. During the war he was 
zealous and efficient in his peculiar line of duty ; and when the final 
victory was achieved, he determined to fix his abode here, and to asso- 
ciate his own fortunes with those of the nation he had helped to found. 
Born at Magdeburg in Prussia, in November, 1730, he entered the 
army at an early age, and served with credit in the Seven Years' War. 
At the close of the war he left the Prussian service, and spent some 
time in travelling, apparently undecided what career to adopt. But in 
1777 overtures were made to him with a view of securing his services 
in the war between the American Colonies and Great Britain, and in 
the latter part of the year he came to this country. His tender of 
service was accepted by Congress, and he at once joined the army at 
Valley Forge. Soon after his arrival in camp, he was appointed In- 
spector-General, a position which he occasionally exchanged for the 
more active duties of the field ; and he successively served in Rhode 
Island, and in Virginia, where he held the chief command for a short 
time. Though he was not a successful general in the field, his services 
in organizing and disciplining the army were of the greatest value, and 
his courage was undoubted. He was not, it is true, a popular officer, 
and while he was at the head of the troops in Virginia he failed to 
accomplish the results which had been anticipated from his ability and 
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experience. As a disciplinarian he held a very high rank ; but as a 
tactician he was surpassed by Lafayette, and by several of our own 
countrymen. His last important service was at the siege of Yorktown, 
where he was among the officers whose conduct was specially com- 
mended by Washington. Shortly after peace was concluded, he 
resigned the Inspector-Generalship, in consequence of the appointment 
of General Knox as Secretary of War, an office to which he thought 
his own claims were paramount. The remaining ten years of his life 
were passed chiefly in the city of New York and on his farm near Utica ; 
but he was occasionally employed in public affairs. His death occurred 
on the 28th of November, 1794, at his country residence. 

A brief and excellent memoir of Steuben by Mr. Bowen, published 
some years ago in the ninth .volume of Mr. Sparks's Library of Amer- 
ican Biography, contains everything which was then known of its sub- 
ject. But Mr. Kapp has brought to light some new materials, and his 
volume will be generally regarded as a valuable contribution to histor- 
ical literature. The sources from which the narrative has been com- 
piled are ample and trustworthy; and Mr. Kapp has shown much 
patience in digesting and arranging his materials. Still his work is 
open to criticism. Its tone is too uniformly eulogistic, and Mr. Kapp 
finds it very hard to perceive any faults in the character of Steuben, or 
to admit the merits of those whose relations with his hero were un- 
friendly. In his judgment, Steuben fills a position which effectually 
shuts out of view the services of other men. To Lafayette, in particu- 
lar, he is throughout unjust, and he loses no opportunity to depreciate 
the services of that generous and high-spirited man. Of Knox, also, 
he speaks in depreciatory terms ; and in general his manner is that of 
a partisan rather than that of a calm and dispassionate student of his- 
tory. His style is simple and perspicuous, and is marked by few for- 
eign idioms. 



7. — Leaders of the Reformation. By John Tulloch, D. D., Prin- 
cipal and Primarius Professor of Theology, St. Mary's College, 
St. Andrews. Edinburgh and London : W. Blackwood and Sons. 
1859. 12mo. pp. 324 

This volume comprises sketches of Luther, Calvin, Latimer, and 
Knox, chiefly designed as personal memoirs of four great religious teach- 
ers, but also presenting an account of the first struggles of the Refor- 
mation in four different regions. The substance of the volume was 
originally delivered in a course of lectures at Edinburgh, and the style 



